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Dear oSafi Members,

You can now look forward to receiving a regular copy of your oSafi Newsletter. It features news
and interesting facts from the world of abrasive safety.
You will also find out who has entered the ranks of our select community to become a member
and other information from the oSafi world.

We hope you enjoy this issue! 
The Newsletter Team

oSafi � your safety is our concern!
The companies organised under the roof of the oSafi

bear responsibility. They contribute to ensuring more
safety at the workplace.
• Read more

Abrasive products without oSafi? 
Not a good idea!
Although no-one can guarantee one hundred percent 
safety in technical applications, the "oSa" system 
minimises the risk for users, as manufacturers are fully
committed to making safe products.
• Read more

New oSafi Members
New members are joining us every month. We would 
like to welcome our new members in our Newsletter.
• Read more

N E W S F L A S H

S P O T L I G H T

M E M B E R S

Dear oSafi Newsletter Readers!

You are now holding the first issue
of the oSafi Newsletter in your
hands The international members
of the oSafi, which represent 
around 70 % of the world market,
have made it their aim to make
their abrasive products as safe as
possible.
Our members invest a great deal
of time and effort to maintain and
augment this level of quality.
The European safety standards
serve as a basis for testing. In 
addition the certification of the
test equipment, monitoring of the
test values, prototype tests and
ongoing inspection of production 
ensure the highest level of safety
for end users. In short - the use of
products with the oSafi label
stands for the highest possible 
safety standard.
With this newsletter we want to
keep you up to date with the 
latest information on abrasive 
safety and explore the advantages
of the oSafi.
oSafi � The Symbol of Safety.

Dr. Markus Fischbacher 
oSafi-President

Editorial
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Order your poster!
With the eye-catching oSafi poster in the formats A2 
and A3 you can draw outside attention to your oSafi

membership. 

This service is exclusive to oSafi members. 
Please order from: poster@osa-abrasives.org

Tell us what you think!
This survey was compiled to obtain information on the quality of oSafi service and the 
topics which interest our members most.

What do you think about the oSafi service? Please complete the following questionnaire 
and fax to +49(o)228-94499-728.
It can also be mailed to: meinung@osa-abrasives.org

It’s worth your while!
Ten winners will be drawn from all entries and will 
receive a shockproof and waterproof safety USB stick 
with a 512 MB memory.

oSafi � your safety is our concern!
The companies organised under the roof of the oSa® bear responsibility.
They contribute to ensuring more safety at the workplace.

Abrasive products for manual use run at 
peripheral speeds of up to 80 m/s, which 
corresponds to 288 kph and is comparable with
the speeds reached during Formula One racing.
In the queen of motor sports safety standards
are of prime importance. Crash tests with the 
carbon fibre monocoque structure and much
more are some of the main safety requirements
which must be met.

The members of the oSafi would like to offer their customers this high standard of safety, as
the risk of injury for users constituted by abrasive wheels rotating at high speeds cannot be
underestimated.This is unfortunately evidenced by accidents with abrasive products which do
not comply with recognised safety standards.

The oSafi has therefore established a stringent acceptance and monitoring system for all
members to ensure that the risk of injury for users is as low as possible. Works inspections of
all applicant companies which are performed by independent experts are obligatory. Proof 
of a certified QM system must be provided. Each member has pledged to monitor the entire
manufacturing process and implement production monitoring procedures in compliance with
EN standards. The products of oSafi members can also be traced at all times. Do not take any
unnecessary risk - make sure you have the right safety label. The oSafi label on abrasive pro-
ducts guarantees that you offer maximum safety. oSafi � The Symbol of Safety.

S E R V I C E

Member of oSafi

The Symbol of Safety

The safety standards for abrasive
products are undergoing revision,
in particular EN 12413 and EN
13236. In addition to editorial 
modifications a number of techni-
cal improvements are also being
discussed in the competent com-
mittees. The previously demanded
hardness of the blades for diamond
cutting wheels has been lowered
to ensure more compliance with
actual conditions during sintering.
We will be reporting in more detail
about the approaching revisions
in the next Newsletter.

Technical Annex approved

EN safety standards revised

In the autumn of 2003 France issued
a decree which stipulates that only
cutting wheels and diamond cutters
which have been tested for com-
pliance with the European safety
standards and which bear the 
respective mark can be imported
to France. This is, however, not all.
This compliance must be confirmed
by independent certification offices,
which costs time and money. oSafi

members do not have to go to all
this trouble. The French govern-
ment has given us written confir-
mation that products with the oSa
label will be able to be imported to
France and brought into circulation
there as they automatically meet
the stipulations of this decree
without requiring further evidence.

French decree met by 
oSafi products

The Technical Annex is the stan-
dard reference for oSafi members
alongside the EN safety standards
for testing of abrasive products. 
It stipulates when prototype tests
must be performed and repeated.
It contains recommendations for
the frequency of ongoing in-house
production tests. oSa members
can download the document from
our website.

S P O T L I G H T
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I M PO RTA NT DAT E S

Abrasive products without oSafi?
Not a good idea!
Self-obligation and self-certification by awarding of the worldwide-
protected oSa® label to member companies

In the autumn of 2003 a woman came to the offices of the
oSafi and asked for help. Her brother-in-law had bought, 
segmented and sintered a diamond saw wheel with a diameter
of 230 mm from a renowned DIY store. A quite normal, every-
day product. However, on the receipt only the term "tool"
was printed, and no mention is made of a diamond cutter.
This very general designation later proved to be fatal.

At home the DIY enthusiast fitted the wheel onto the machine. 
He switched it on and a split second later lost an eye. Four
segments were only loosely attached and not sintered onto
the blade.

This incident already occurred in October 2000. This was
three years before his sister-in-law asked the oSafi for help.
Three years in which it was not possible to find out who 
imported or sold this dangerous product. An old test number
on the label points to a Chinese manufacturer, but the 
importer remains untraceable. With reference to the receipt
the store declines any responsibility. No-one can be held 
responsible for this serious accident. The injured man is left
out in the cold. To help the woman a survey was started
among oSafi members. Perhaps someone had bought some 
of the diamond saws from this particular store to check
their safety. Competitors sometimes do this, and this is an
element of the mutual monitoring practised within the oSafi.
However, in this case it didn’t prove to be of any help.

With a product of 
an oSafi member
this would not have
happened this way.
Although no-one can
guarantee one hun-
dred percent safety
in technical applica-
tions, the "oSa" system minimises the risk for users, as 
manufacturers are fully committed to making safe products.
This is verified onsite by oSafi using independent inspectors,
without prior notification if this should be necessary. A cut-
ting wheel marked with the oSafi label can be traced back
to the manufacturer and also to the time of its production. 
We guarantee this! As a result anyone suffering injury knows 
where damages can be applied for.

In Germany alone there are around 12,000 accidents with 
abrasive products - and this in professional circles alone. 
This means where trained personnel are grinding and cutting. 
How much higher is the risk to DIY enthusiasts who snap up 
a bargain and put their health at risk - and sometimes even
their lives?

Dr. Klaus Werner
Managing Director of the oSafi

N E W S F L A S H

If we have forgotten any trade fairs, we would be grateful for a short e-mail.
Other important dates in 2005: June 01 oSa Member Convention in Paris.

2005
03/22 � 03/25 Aluminium & PVC Profile Sofia, Bulgaria
03/27 � 03/29 MEM � International Metalworking Exhibition Dubai, United Arab Emirates
03/31 � 04/03 Blechexpo � International Trade Fair  Sinsheim, Germany

for Sheet Metalworking and Joining Technology
03/22 � 04/01 Metalworking � International Metalworking Exhibition Minsk, Belarus
04/11  �  04/15 Hannover Fair � the world�s no. 1 for technology, Hanover, Germany

innovation and automation
05/02  �  05/05 Ligna � World Trade Fair for the Forestry and Wood Industries Hanover, Germany
05/18  �  05/20 Aluminium 2005, www.aluminiumchina.com Shanghai, China
05/25  �  05/28 Stone + tec � International Trade Fair  Nuremberg, Germany

for Natural Stone and Stone Processing Technology
06/01  �  06/04 Carrara Marmotec � International Marble, Marina di Carrara, Italy

Machinery and Services Trade Show
06/01  �  06/04 Südblech � International Trade Fair for Sheet Metalworking 

and Joining Technology, www.suedblech-messe.de
06/20  �  06/23 Mach-Tool � Machine Tool Exhibition Posen, Poland
July 2005 Bricolage & Expoferragista � International Home Improvement, Sao Paulo, Brazil

DIY & Hardware Trade Fair 
09/14  �  09/21 EMO � The World of Machine Tools, www.emo-hannover.de Hanover, Germany
09/20  �  09/22 Materialica � World of Product Engineering Munich, Deutschland

www.materialica.de
09/29  �  10/02 40th Marmomacc � International Exhibition of Marble,  Verona, Italy

Stone and Technology 
10/11  �  10/13 Practical World Asia/CIHS � International Hardware Fair Shanghai, China
11/07  �  11/12 BATIMAT � International Building Exhibition Paris, France





Tell us what you think!
Please fill out the questionnaire and fax to us or mail to: meinung@osa-abrasives.org

Fax  +49(o)228-94499-728

1. What do you think about the oSa® service?
[ ]  Very good
[ ]  Good
[ ]  Acceptable
[ ]  Not so good

2. Do you think you are adequately informed by the oSa®?
[ ]  Very good
[ ]  Good
[ ]  Acceptable
[ ]  Not so good

3. How do you think the topic of abrasive safety is brought to the public's attention?
[ ]  Very good
[ ]  Good
[ ]  Acceptable
[ ]  Not so good

4. How high is your opinion of the degree of recognition of the internationally protected oSa® label?
[ ]  Very high
[ ]  High
[ ]  Acceptable
[ ]  Low

5. Do you like this first issue of the oSa® Newsletter?
[ ]  Very good
[ ]  Good
[ ]  Acceptable
[ ]  Not so good

6. Do you have any suggestions for topics for the coming issues of the Newsletter?

7. Other comments

Submit your questionnaire to win 1 of 10 USB sticks!


